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Lancet EFROFERDIHXIFZIEYEL

Retraction—Combination treatment of angiotensin-Il receptor blocker and
angiotensin-converting-enzyme inhibitor in non-diabetic renal disease
(COOPERATE): arandomised controlled trial(Lancet 2003; 361: 117-124)

The Lancet, 374, 9697, 1226, 10 October 2009

The Editors of The Lancet

The investigation committee questioned the lead author, and examined the original medical
records of his patients. They concluded that contrary to statements in the paper, the trial had not
been approved by the ethics committee of Gen Gen-Do Kimitsu Hospital. Also, contrary to the
statement on patients' consent, Dr Nakao reposted that he had received verbal consent from
patients shortly after the start of the study and written consent only during the study. The
involvement of a statistician could not be verified. The committee concluded that the trial was
not a double-blind study, because Dr Nakao knew the treatment allocation. In the attempt to
assess the validity of the data, a sample of medical records was compared with the data
provided by Dr Nakao. The committee concluded that it was unable to prove the authenticity of

the data. The conclusions of this thorough investigation mean that the paper must be retracted
from the published record.
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